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HERE is not any thing more inte- ; 
＋ reſting in hiſtory, than the exploits of 
heroes and heroines of all deſcriptions: ſuch 
have ever been received with avidity, and re- 
arded as the true ſource of uſeful know- 
edge. Each individual has his particular 
virtues and vices ; each man is the hero of 
his own party. The greateſt rogue elaims 
an equal rank with the greateft man, and the 
woman of manners the moſt pure, and con- 
duct the moſt irreproachable, is frequently 
ps with the moſt licentious and de- 
bauched votary of vice. The maſk aſ- 
ſumed by each is calculated to miſlead the 


2 judgment, and to fix a reputation on the A 
mot deceitful and improper baſis. Hence We 
| the public is apt to aſſign to the hero the 4 
J zppellation of Rogue, and to the rogue that 2 
1 of Hero; to call the woman of virtue a 2 
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do think it poſſible that ſuch things can be. 


* 0 4 ) * 
Proftitute, and the proſtitute a woman of 
—_— — 0M 1M; 
Such, on the continent of Europe, were 
the King of Pruſſia and Mandrin, Each 
the hero of his own party, they both of them 


aſtoniſhed the world by their genius, their 
conduct, their courage, and ſucceſs. Tg 


did not, indeed, experience the ſame end. 


Such, too, were the Counteſs Yrrabud and 
Antonina, The firſt excited univerſal aſto- 
niſhment in Sirap (the capital of Abo) by 


the moſt low and diſguſting debauchery, as 


public as poſſible. The debauchery of An- 
tonina is equally BE the efferveſcence of 
her paſſions equa] 
'  ,---tis the ſame to her---nothing comes amiſs 


y ſtrong. Man or woman 


to her; and her want of ſkill and reflection 
Tenders her miſconduct as public as the pre» 
Feffion of the counteſs, Theſe two cele- 
brated females reſembled each other in ano- 


| ther point---in deceiving and degrading the 


men to whom it was their duty to precure 


reſpect. Silvo LI. even to his death, was 


a moſt complete dupe to Yrtabud, who, 


without the ſmalleſt regard to-decency, ad- 


mitted . indiſcrimmately the valet and the 


Tourtier to partake her bed with their ſove- 
reign. Silvo LXI. is equally deceived and 


"digraced by his wife, without even ſeemi 


'Tis 


a 


(5) 
is of this celebrated princeſs we ate 
now about to ſpeak. She begins her career 


with ſuch eclat, that we may be aſſured he 
will play a diſtinguiſhed part on the ſtage of 


fe, and that her name will deſerve to be 


ranked with thoſe of the European hero- 
ines---the Medicis, the Margarets of Valois, 
and of many other queens and princeſſes, of 
whom an „not leſs curious than rare, 
have been preſerved in hiſtory. 


, ÞAiram-Aſereht, the mother of our hero- 
ine, poſſeſſed the grand art of concealing 
her defects and miſconduct beneath a ſem- 
blance of genius, virtue, and reſolution. 
Such was her 3 through life, that 
every deviation from prudence, to which ſhe 
was urged by the warmth of her conſtitu- 
tion, was - counterbalanced by ſome great 
and ſplendid action. Her three daughters 
poſſeſs all the vices of their illuſtrious mo- 
ther, but none of her virtues. The cha- 
. rater of the Queen of Abo e ſhall pre- 
ſently exhibit. The ſecond ſiſter, the Queen 
of Selpan, is a perfect nulity. The third, 
who has echauſted the Duke of Exas-Ne- 
tieſet, the moſt robuſt man in his dominions, 
gave her huſbang, the firſt night of her mar- 
Triage, the moſt unequivocal proofs of her 
incantinance---That. circumſtance alone, in- 
deed, gave riſe to the marriage, 

Xl B Antonina 


ws 8 


Antonina arrived in the kingdom of Abo 
in the year 1768, in order to conſummate 
the moſt extraordinary marriage that ever 
was formed. It will be here neceſſary to 
take a curſory view of the ſituation of the 
court at the time of her arrival, for the pur- 
poſe of giving an idea of the cauſes and 
conſequences of this _, ſuch a view 
too may, perhaps, afford ſomething like a 
juſtification of thoſe diſorders which we are 
about to relate. Tae 


> 
The Duke of Lueſiohe Een to rival 
the fame of thoſe ſkilful politicians of Eu- 
rope, Richelieu and Mazarine *) was, in ſome 
meaſure, prime miniſter by the aſcendancy 


The learned annotator of this work again differs 
eſſentially from the author. How, ſays he, can any 
one compare our countryman Lueſiohe to thoſe inge- 
nious Europeans ?—The moſt trifling of mortals to 
Richelieu, and the moſt thoughtleſs of beings to Ma- 
Zarin ? Lueſiohe is inexcuſable for having aan yp 
impolitic connection, fince it was not his intention to 
ſacrifice his country to Airtſua; he is inexcuſable, 
ſince the diſpoſition of Antonina was known before it 
was 3 developed — ſince he could not be ig- 
norant of her mother's exulting exclamation—* I 
now even with Abo—ſhe will have ughter for 
her queen.” —But he told a friend, in conhdence, that 
he truſted too much to the ſeducing arts of his eoun- 
. trymen ; and vainly imagined that a multiplicity of 
pleaſures would ſtifle in their growth thoſe evils with 
which the mind of Antonina was known to abound. 


he 


1 / os. a. 21... 6 © _ 


EN 

he had acquired over the mind of Silvo LI 
the weakeſt of men, and the moſt contempti- 
ble prince of the age in which he lived. 
The duke, whoſe {ſpirit of intrigue was 
only equalled by his audacity, had obtained 
this degree of favour by the moſt abject 
ſabmiſſion, and the accompliſhment of a 
political crime the moſt abſurd and unpar- 
donable. However ſolid he might deem the 
baſis of his credit and authority, he dread- 
ed the intrigues of a miſtreſs he deſpiſed, 
and had even publicly inſulted. Yrrabud, 
by-dint of caballing, had formed a powerful 
EA the dukes enemies were numerous; 

had made many official reforms, and been 
in place He knew the courtiers were 
fond of change, and he therefore feared that 
his diſgrace was near at hand. In this ſitu- 
ation it was natural he ſhould ſeek for pro- 
tection of a ſuperior kind; and he thought 
to obtain tt by projecting and compleatin 
the marriage of the lovely Antonina with 
Nihpuad *®. Were this is the only reproach 
which Abo had to object to him, it would 
ſuffice to render him odious to the whole na- 
tion. 11 | a ; 


*Yrrabud, #courtezan completely infamous 
from the lowneſs of her debauchery, now | 


he title given to the heir to the crown of Abo. 


B 2 filled 


68) 


filled the throne of the Snobruob; ſhe had 

itted the army of lacqueys and footmen 
for thoſe of the Count Yrrabud, (a man 
who richly merited the univerſal contempt in 
which he was held) and from thence had. paſ- 
ſed into the arms of the king, whom ſhe de- 
graded by every ſpecies of infamy. It was 
this refall of human nature that, with the 
aſhſtance of ſome courtiers as contemptible 
as herſelf---the Ueilehcirs, Caſnorfs, Nol- 
liugias, Jorellivs, Noepuams, and many 
others of a ſimilar ſtamp, whoſe names 
would pollute our paper, held the reins of 
the government of Abo in her own hands. 
Such was the faction which, in a moment of 
debauchery, overturned that Coloſſus of 
Power which the Duke of Lueſiohe had 
raiſed above his head, and on whoſe back he 
had placed his ſiſter, the Dutcheſs of Tnom- 
marg. To this Medicis of Abo may be 
juſtly applied the ſaying of an Europeans 
poet with regard to the princeſs of that 
name That ſhe poſſeſſed all the vices, 
but none of the virtues, of her ſex.” A 
woman of intrigue, and exceflively proud, 
accuſtomed to exert the moſt deſpotic au- 


thority over all thoſe who ſurrounded her / 


car, and that of her brother---which might 
be called their common bed z---ſhe attempt 
ed to exert the ſame dominion over An- 


> 4 


5 

tonina, The man who had cauſed the de- 
ſtruction of the father, perceived, from the 
imbecility of the ſon, that it would be an 
eaſy matter to acquire a complete aſcendancy 
over his mind ; he purſued his plans accord- 
ingly, and: Abo was on the point of becom- 
ing a prey to the pride and ambition of 
theſe two perſonages, when Yrrabud effected 
their diſgrace, and drove them from court. 
As the Maid of Orleans had formerly 
2 the ſaviour of France, ſo did Yrra- 

ud now prove the preſerver of Abo. The 
conduct and the motives of theſe heroines, 
however, were eſſentially different. 


Had the Duke of Lueſiohe known how 
to govern Silvo LI. his command over him 
would not have been an abſolute degradation 
of the monarch ; but his violent attachment 
to Yrrabud was as unpardonable, as the 
baſeneſs of his courtiers in paying their 
court to a woman: who frequently infulted 
them in the moſt public manner. But what 
was ſtill more extraordinary, was, that in 
the court of Abo, women ſhould” be found 
mean enough not only to keep company 
with her, but to introduce her to the king. 
4 ed The 


F 3 The author muſt have had a very imperfect knows 
ledge of the women- * frequent the court of Abo, 
0 | 3 not 


( 10 ) 


The Dutcheſs of Sionitnelav, the vile 

Dutcheſs of Xioperim, the fat Princeſs of 
Yrgnit, and many others who were beneath 
degradation, were adopted as companions to 
the favourite. They voluntarily undertook 
to teach her the arts of a court, to poliſh 
her, and to make her lay afide, particularly 
in public, that licentious air which had made 
her ſhine ſo conſpicuouſly in her midnight 
orgies. Her introductreſs loſt her character 
by her audacity ; the favourite, too, proved 
ungrateful, and did little for her; her ſole 
recompence conſiſted of a little money, a 
place of little conſequence for her ſon, and 
continual rebukes ; at laſt ſhe was obliged to 


not to know the influence of gold over their minds, 
Such are the cuſtoms of our ſociety, that the women of 
Abo are always without a ſixpence. Their wants are 
infatiate, and their reſources flerile. The Counteſs of 
Nratb, who was ſo abſurd as to introduce Vrrabud, 
had no one to guide her conduct; the Dutcheſs of 
Xioperin—who always acted the honourable part of 
ocureſs to our king—owed as many purſes as ſhe 
d grey hairs on her head; the Dutcheſs of Sionitne- 
lav had expreſſed her envy of Miſs Scgnal a thouſand 
times; it was to her the Duke of Lueſiohe ſaid, about 
half an hour after he had enjoyed her“ Now let us 
chat a little—Pray, to what am I indebted fof you 
favours ? It cannot be to my. perſon, fince I am very 
| ugly nor to my ſentiments, for I never expreſſed any 
affection for you; nor yet to your friendſhip for me, 
for this very morning you abuſed me groſsly to the 
Prince of Uatvuach. When we deſpiſe people, we 
ſhould at leaſt know why we do ſo.” 


leave 


(16 


leave the court, and her fon loſt his place on 
account of a duel----in which he neither 
proved his courage nor his judgment. with 
the Marquis of Ertahc, who had caſt ſome 
7 reflections on his mother. The Count of 
7 Yſlib, who had long been the pander of 
7} Ueilehcir, to whom he was indebted for his 
wife Smetnob, given him as a recompence 
for his ſervices, was choſen to conduct 
Frrabud to the bed of her ſovereign, and 
Tuaffub, on the point of a bankruptcy, — 
plied her with the neceſſary equipments for 
4 [36 wedding night. Y lib was rewarded by 
the payment of his debts 3 and Tuaffub, in- 
* ſtead of becoming a bankrupt, gained forty 

: thouſand pounds, and the capital was com- 

7 pelled to receive him for her treaſurer z he 
7 diſcharged the duties of his office with all 


the inſolence of an upſtart, and concluded by 


Y violating the ties of friend/hip, in marrying 
the miſtreſs of his friend, a woman who was 
publicly kept. | Bt, 17 


The council was compoſed of miniſters 
who were almoſt all of them cantemptible, 
either from their ĩgnorance or yices. Uoe- 
puam, chancellor; the Duke of Ereillirv, 
chamberlain; the Duke of Nolliugia, ſecre- 

at war, and for the foreign department; 
De Senyob, firſt lord of the admiralty; and 
the Abbe Jarret, comptroller of ater: 


* — 1 — 1 
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filled all the nei e countries with the 
noiſe oceaſioned by their glorious exploits, 
their © intrigues, their miſconduct, theit 


roguery, and incapacity. Every moment 


they urged their ſovereign to the adoption of 
ſome inconfiderate meaſure, which! a want 
of reſolution . reſources ſoon obliged 
him to in ſhort; a total: ſubvers 
fion of 2 4 an exhauſted treaſury; and 
a people overburthened with taxes, bumed 
the bleſſed reſult of their proceedings. 


The princes of the blood, the only com- 
pany which Antonina could keep, were not 
er calculated than the reſt of the court to 
ive her leſſons of decency ; ſome of them 
were funk in the vileſt debauchery'; others 
were mean enough to pa pay hats court to the 
proftituted idol of their fovereign the reſt; 
deſtitute of ſenſe, courage, and honour, dec 
graded themſelves either by their ſilence or. 
the diſorders that ſurrounded them, or elſe 
by an ignominious retreat, as humiliating 


to themſclves as fatal to the happineſs of 


the people -a duke of Snaelro marrying 


his miſtreſs, and devoting his whole time to 
dramatic exhibitions; his ſon, the Duke of 
Sertrahe * A, W. =p we . —_— 


* 
Lot 56 * 


: * The bedr in ap to dene leſs Ng 


than the author, — ſays Not having liſtened 2 
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the blood of the Snobruob; the Prince of 
Ttnoc polluing it by his debauchery ; his 
ſon, the Count of Ehcram, by paying his 
court to Yrrabud, whoſe gentleman. uſher he 
was; the Prince of Ednoc living o | 
with another man's wife, whom he ſupplied 
with money to carry on a law- ſuit againſt her 
huſband, and having nothing of the Ednocs 
but the name, which he was unable to ſuſ- 
tain, The Duke of Erveihtnep, a moſt 
decided hypocrite, with all the vices of de- 
votees, but with none of their virtues; and 
the Count d'Ue, living habitually with the. 
inhabitants of the Foreſt, whora he re- 
ſembled in every reſpect, and againſt whom, 
for that very reaſon, he ought to have ah- 
ſtained from waging ſuch continual war. 


The Princeſſes, of whom there were but 
few at that time, formed a ſeparate party 
from their huſbands : the Dutcheſs of Sert-. 


7 IT } ' . 
the ſyren voice of pleaſure, and paſſed a part of his 
youth in the follics of voluptuouſneſs, 2 can- 
not deſerve ſuch bitter reproaches. This patri- 
otic prince is à good huſband, a good father, and a 
Food friend ; he is generous, papular, and beneficent.. 

eſe ſurely are virtues which may be deemed an am- 


= counterbalace to all - his faults. Ho few pof- 


eſs the right of diſtributing cenſure! — From the 


vicious alone ought we to withhold our indalg- 
ence. | 
9 he 
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rahc was the only one of them who merited 
the confidence of Antonina ; but her virtues 
deprived her of that. confidence. All the 
women of the court, a very ſmall number 
excepted, were either proſtitute (to one ſex 
or the other) or gamblers, or ſharpers, and 
in general 'the very, worſt company in at 
e of the globe. 


* 


Even if Antonina had not brought with 


her to the court of Abo, the 5 of every 


vice, even that of an unbridle loye of her 


own ſex, it would not have been ſurprizing, . 


at her age, ſurrounded by ſuch people, and 
witneſs to ſuch difotders, if ſhe had Preferred 
the the feducitg path of pleaſtire, to that dull and 
even life which her agu ſtupid huſband 
was likely to make her lead. In fact, how 
could it be expeRted that a youn 
of a conſtitution 1 . 
confine herſelf to a huſband without paſſions 


as without taſte, who left her to the company. 


of women deſtitute of honour, that were in- 


fluenced by different motives, either to ſe- 
duce her; or elſe. to ſecure her heart, which, 


though yet innocent 
CL 


of: mol - Ln ed 
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When Aken n the 

was generally liked, with a pretty face, an 

elegant ſhape, a gaiety of humour, affable, * 
attentive, F 
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attentive, and well informed ; ſhe was for 
a moment the idol of the court and of the 
nation. It will eafily be ſuppoſed that ſhe 
ſoon laid a | ve of lie that wight entitle her 
to give a {cope to her inclinations. The 


etiquette of the court of Abo, very different 


to that of the court ſhe had left, while i it pre- 


ſerves an air of grandeur, ſerves as a fafe- 
guard to the honour of princes; ſince the 


continual reſtraint it impoſes on their wives, 
keeps all gallants at a diſtance, and diſcon- 


certs the beſt formed projects. I 1 


watched with a jealous eye, a young prin 


is there reduced to content herſelf with her 


huſband, and if that huſband prove im 
tent, it is ſcarcely poſſible for any one bac 
her chaplain or confeſſor to ſupply his place. 
This was a circumſtance that by no means ac- 


coho with the een of TR 


That ed 8 by deen 


N chat could not fail to — the king, to 


looſen thoſe bands by which — conduct was 

reſtrained; ſhe inſiſted upon entering her 
father's - one, and when- 

ever ſhe lik 3, ſhe walked about continual - 


2 , unattend and without ceremony, N or- 
e 


r, the ſaid, to ſhew herſelf to a people ſhe 


loved, and by whom ſhe wiſhed to be be- 
loved. The Dutcheſs of Selliaon, firſt lady 
* the chamber, who had been diſadvan- 


aui,  tageoully 


ts. $4 — 
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. 1 repreſented to the princeſs, was 
conſtantly ridiculed, and her remonſtrances 
were neglected; and as her ſole object was 


to preſerve the etiquette of the court of 


Abo, .ſhe thence received the appellation of 
Madame Etiquette. | 


Old Silvo's partiality to his grand- 
daughter was not of long duration. The 
Nihpuad and his brothers, in ſhort all the 
princes of the blood, had a fixed averſion to 
Antonina; 2 15 particu 2 — 4 
no opportunity morti a to pe. 
The king was ien that ſne ſhouki 
ſeek to convert this hatred into ſentiments of 
an oppoſite nature; he ſpoke to her on the 


ſubject; but how could he expect his ad- 
vice to be liſtened to, when he had the baſe- 


neſs to ſeat her at the ſame table with that 
immodeſt creature who held the place of the 
N ee _ This conduct — _ 
0 e iſguſted the pri but 
ſhe confined her reſentment. to ſome. ſevere 
ſarcaſms, which came to the king's cars, and 
cauſed a coolneſs: between them. 


This change appears to e been the fig- 


nal of thoſe domeſtic diflentions, which pre- 


vailed and ſtill continue to prevail in the 


royal family ; thoſe diſſentions, which have 
more than once given riſe to the moſt ſcan- 

dalous ſcenes, irritated the diſpoſition of An- 
' 4 — * tonina 


( 


tonina, who, from the favour ſhe enjoyed 
with the king, had hitherto ſeen every thing 
bow down before her. 


The Counteſs of Ecnevorp, the moſt 
vain, the moſt intriguing, and the moſt 
jealous of women“, was enraged at not be- 
ing married, herſelf, to the next heir to the 
crown ; ſhe hated Antonina, as much as ſhe 
deſpiſed her ſiſter the Counteſs of Siotra. 


The counteſs, inconſiſtent in her conduct, 


devoid of ſenſe, and deſtitute of gar” 
. paſſes 


This portrait is not well drawn. She is officious, 


but not intriguing. When a woman only employs the 


moſt common reſources ; when ſhe betrays her ſecret 
twice a day ; when her lovers are all of her own ſex, 
ſhe cannot be called a woman of intrigue. Intrigue 


requires a ſtronger mind, and more glaring vices. The 


leading feature in the diſpoſition of this princeſs is an 
imperious deſu e of enjoyment. She loves wine, men, 
women, gardens, furniture, money, and, coſt what it 
will, her taſte for theſe different articles muſt be ſatis- 
fied ;—though the king ſwears, her huſband pouts, 


the miniſter refuſes, àa revolution takes place, or the 


States General adopt a ſyſtem of economy, it is the 
ſame thing to her —ſhe ſets them all at defiance— 


enjoy ſhe muſt, and enjoy ſhe will. 


+ This is go'ng too far; he ſhould have ſaid, with- 


out ſtrength of mind, or any fixed principles, but 


good and generous. With her, pleaſure is the firſt ob- 
ject; the moment her imagination is heated, all is 
| over 


Ken 


paſſes the whole day in liſtening to the filthy 

diſcourſe of her femme de chambre, who is 
alſo her huſband's nurſe, and occaſionally his 
procureſs. This princeſs would lead the moſt 
inactive and ſtupid life, if ſhe had not re- 
ceived from Nature the gift of conception. 
She owes her moral exiſtence and her credit 
to her fecundity, which, in ſpite of her de- 
fects, renders her ſupportable to the inhabi- 
tants of Abo, who like without knowing 
why---to ſee children in the family of their 
ſovereign. | 1 


Theſe three young women were rather 
formed to receive, than to make, impreſ- 
ſions; and each of them received ſuch as 
were given them by thoſe women who were 
ofteneſt in their company. The three 
princes, their huibands, have as little ſtrength 


over with her; it muſt be cooled. The imagination 

of princeſſes, whoſe ſole occupation is to liſten to the 
ſcandal of Sirap and the court, is confined to one 
point, and inceffantly refreſhed by the voluptuous re- 

citals of their women, who, conſcious of the pleaſure 
they give thereby, are ſtudious to paint with fire, 
One of them was relating the adventure of Miſs 
Comdat with Mr. P.., and found herſelf at a loſs for 
expreſſions ſufficiently delicate It's ſo difficult, 
ſaid ſhe, always to gloſs over an anecdote.” — Speak 
plain, replied the princeſs ; for to me the deſcription is 


as good as the thing itſelf. ? 
| Og of 
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of mind as perſonal conſequence. The. 
eldeſt, perfectly fooliſh, is guided by an in- 
nate vanity, which tells him that every ex- 
cellence is concentered in himſelf. While 
he was Niphuad, his inclinations and his 
pleaſures evinced the narrowneſs of his ge- 
nius; ſince he has been king, a ſmile, a 
careſs from his wiſe, forms the ſum- total of 
his felicity, gratifies every deſire, and would 
lead him to ſubvert the monarchy, if . he 


was not reſtrained by certain conſidera- 


tions with which the Count of Saperium 
inſpires him. This preſident of the coun- 
eil of the weakeſt of princes, is actuated 
but by one principle viz. the moſt per- 


fect indifference for every thing that can 


happen; undiſturbed by events of any 
kind whatever, wholly occupied by the func- 
tions of his ſtomach, all the reſt is a mere 
dream to him. From his wardrobe he be- 
holds the fall of miniſters, who think them- 
ſelyes the moſt firmly eſtabliſned in their 
ſeats, and enjoy the inſignificance of thoſe 


who aſpire to become objects of importance. 


A man of wit and ability, poſſeſſing thoſe 


ſocial endowments which render him an ami- 


able companion in his old age; but yet a 
bad miniſter from his exceſſive pet's oF 
As our deſign is to ſpeak leſs of the miniſters 
than of their maſter ' and miſtreſs, this old 


C2 man 
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man of eighty will be only mentioned occa- 
fionally, becauſe he enjoys, at the ſame time, 
the confidence -of the king, of the queen, 
and of their brothers and fiſters ; becauſe he 
laughs at every thing, comments on every 
thing, and is always content, provided his 
digeſtion be good, and he is amuſed with 
that ſtupid fellow Beaumarchais, who is 
aid ſo much per night for exhibiting his 
uffooneries behind the chairs of the Count 
and Counteſs of Saperuam. | 


The king then is an abſolute nullity--- 
| both * and body. The Count of Ecne- 
vorp too is accuſed and convicted of a defect 
equally fatal, which makes his wife furious, 
particularly when ſhe contraſts her on ſte- 
rility with the queen's ancy, although 
dhe has had — — means for 
removing it as Antonina. The Count is 
proud, vain, imperious, and ſubtle; but 
niggardly and deſtitute of wit; his conſtitu- 
tion is weak, and his genius confined. He 
talks on every ſubject, by mere dint of me- 
mory, without having inveſtigated any one; 
he ſhuts himſelf up in his ſtudy, that he may 
be thought to devote a part of the day to 
reading and to the acquiſition of uſeful know- 
ledge; but while he is there, he trifles away 
lis time in making a critical journal of the 

Tei events 
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events of the monarchy, and of every thing 
which he hears from his paraſites, who bring 
him the news of the town and the court : he 
often paſſes whole hours in admiring his dia- 
monds, of which he is remarkably fond; 
theſe he buys like an uſurer, and accumulates 
as a miſer does his gold, for the purpoſe of 
proſtrating himſelf before them. Before this 
prince was married, he was deemed a man - 
of gallantry, and appeared to follow, in this 
reſpect, the example of his anceſtors. But 
ſince his marriage he ſeems to have contra&- 
ed the ſame contemptuous air towards his - 
wife, which ſhe herſelf diſplays to all who | | 
attend her; he no longer frequents the ſo- 
ciety of women, but for the pleaſure of ri- 
diculing them ; he no longer ſpeaks of 
them, Tut for the fake of making obſcene 
remarks, of which he is paſſionately fond. 
It is well known that he keeps Mrs. Egarret, 
wife to a clerk of the Treaſury; but no 
one can conceive for what purpoſe he keeps 
her, nor what uſe he makes of her, | 


The Count of Siotra, the leaft ;auk- 
ward* of the three, has a face that would 


PPE 


Granted-— but the leaſt eſtimable alſo. This fu- 
gitive prince has —_—_ an atrocious diſpoſition ; 
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ar handſome, if his mouth were not al- 
ways open, which gives him an air of ſtu- 
pidity that perfectly accords with his conver- 
ſation. e is well made, and graceful 
enough; but blunt, imperious, and paſſion- 
ate; never opening his lips, in the company 
of women, but to excite their bluſhes by 
his obſcenity ; and, in the company of men, 
but to make ſome brutal remark, which often 
produces an adequate reply. This prince 
only loves women, play, and wine---that is, 
at the ſame time; he is addicted to de- 
. bauchery of every kind, which he enjoys in 
the company of his worthy friend the Duke 


he has formed the moſt infernal projects againſt an 
humane and generous people; he has debauched the 
ariſtocracy, and only wanted talents to render deſpo- 
tiſm triumphant. When Rakcen was going to the 
council, he met him, and cleuching his fiſt at him, 
- thus addreſſed him Where art thou going, thou 
foreign traitor ? Art thou fit to fit in the council, 
thou wretched cit ? Return to thy hope, or this - 
hand ſhall put an end to thy exiſtenee! — The wi 
niſter retreated a ſtep or two, looked him full in the | 
face, and then went into the cauncil-chamber without 
deigning to aniwer him. Such an expreflive ſilence 
was a better leſſon than the moſt pompous harangue. 
The Count of Siotra is deſtitute of talents both na- 
tural and acquired; he is alſo deſtitute of principle, 
patriotiſm, ſenſe, and reſolution; he will never he for- 
midable, but he will give riſe to many tranſitory evils. 
he nation has proſcribed him. 
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of Sertrahe, the moſt baſe and ſtupid of all 
the princes of the 3 unites in his 
on ev ſible vice---a ſharper, 
ogy pert eProp a ſtranger to — 
and virtue, he is a diſgrace to his family, and 
an object of execration to the nation. The 
Count of Siotra's houſhold is compoſed of 
people of his own ſtamp; the Prince of 
Nineh, captain of his guards, is truly wor- 
thy of the honourable office of pimp and 
catamite, in which he is daily employed' by 
his patron. This gentleman was formerly 
maitre d' hotel and purſe-keeper to Sophia 
Dluanra, firſt ſinger at the opera. and the 
firſt Tribade“ of the age. | 


- Antonina, at firſt, ſeemed to attach herſelf 
to the Count of Siotra ; but of that attach- 
ment we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak. here- 
after. She began by baniſhing from the 
* kind of etiquette, and 8 

moſt open li in the of that 
awful e wg had bech elde 
by the late queen, and which, by the bye, 
was the only good thing which that princeſs 
ever did in her life. She ſoon became tired 
of the impotent careſſes of her huſband, 
and, as much from natural inclination, as 


* A woman fond of her own ſex. 


for 


| with whom, too, a 
— ſuſpicion. The courier returned, and 


G4 


f&r the purpoſe of deception, n, gav ve way to 
the licentious and impaſſi careſſes of 


her women. She had — 3 the de- 
ſign of giving an heir to the throne; that, 


indeed, was the chief end of thoſe ohn 


tions which ſhe had received from the know-. 
ing empreſs, her mother, previous to her 
departure from Anneiv. She ſuffered her 


auguſt huſband to exhauſt all his endea- 


yours for this purpoſe, which were equally 


ſhort and ineffectual. It was neceſlary, 


therefore, to have recourſe to a lover; ſne 
would not however employ a mere machine- 


for procreation ; ſhe wiſhed for a handſome 
and amiable man, who, to powerful faculties, 


united a certain degree of conſequence z---- 
fince, in that caſe, were the matter diſcover- 
ed, her reputation would not be 81 5 


deſtroyed. 
Not daring to truſt to herſelf in an S 


je& of ſuch importance, Antonina diſpatch- 


ed a private courier to 'Anneiv, for ſhe ous 
pot place a confidence in General Icrem, 
long conference might 


the following anſwer from the 

— le, which we haye Sensei verbatim: 
Since, my dear child, you have a ion 
for — vou muſt ceomuply gratly + ; 
t 
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but be conſtant, moderate, and diſcreet in 
your amours. Conſtancy protects reputa- 
tion; and moderation and diſcretion are eſ- 
ſential to the preſervation of health---fince 
nothing ſpoils the perſon, and hurts the 
conſtitution ſo ſoon, as an intercourſe of this 
nature. Your huſband is unable to make 
you a mother, and ever will remain fo ;--- 
tis doubtleſs a great evil, ſince a ſterile 
queen is equally deſtitute of conſequence 
and ſupport. You muſt therefore follow 
my example, and take a ſubſtitute, Let 
your choice be directed by the ſame conſide- 
rations which induced me to fix mine on 
Prince Selrahc---let the object af it be tall, 
handſome, young, and, above all, vigorous; 
ſelect him from among thoſe courtiers Who 
are ever neareſt your perſon. Let what 
will happen then, you will have nothing to 
fear---Your lover will be an additional pro- 
tector to you; in which you will be more 
fortunate than I was; the whole world 
were acquainted with my gallantry and its 
effects. Your's may be eaſily concealed be- 
neath your paſſion for your own ſex; but 
let me again repeat---Take care of your 
health.” This advice with the exception 
7 1 8 diſcretion was ſtrictiy 
Oracle had Gretold. Ne CEL 
by The. 
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The Dutcheſs of Yugiuqep was the firſt - 
who was honoured with the friendſhip and 


intimacy of Antonina. She amuſed her, a 
long time, by her bon-mots and ſallies of 


wit; particularly by her continual farcaſms 
on Yrrabud, who was a conſtant object of 
ridicule to the whole family; but this talent 


excited! the fears of her companions, .and 


made her many enemies, who contrived, to 


promote her diſgrace. 


The late Duke of Noyugaav, that 
mortal enemy to the Duke of Lueſiohc, 
againſt whom he had declared open war. 
was ſeeking, at this period, to ſtrengthen: 
his tottering party. He. imagined that if he 


could — . * to place his daughter - in- law, 


the Ducheſs of Saint Nirgiam, in the bed 
of Antonina, ſhe might promote his deſigns 
inſt his enemy, and obtain for herſelf the 

Jace of tire woman. This dutcheſs, one 
of the moſt beautiful, and moſt lovely wo- 
men of the court, was highly worthy to en- 
N of favourite which ſne ſpeedily” 
acquired; but though ſhe gave the moſt. 
perfect ſatisfaction in · thoſe amorous exploits. 


to which ſhe. was deſtined by her laſcivious 
miſtreſs, her reign was ſhort.. A want of, 


3 her to ſpare the Counteſs 
rrabud . not that ſhe. viſited her, but ſue 


forbore 
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forbore to ealumniate her in private, or to 
inſult her in public---her deſign was to keep 
two ſtrings to her bow ; but between two 
ſtools the proverb is well known. Suffice 
it to ſay, this prudence was diſliked, and the 


new lover, in conſequence, divorced, 


She was ſucceeded by the Dutcheſs of 


Eſſoc, who was made tire-woman, at Anto- 
nina's requeſt to the king; which was ac- 
companied by a particular ſupplication, that 
her late lover might be excluded from this 
poſt. The third miſtreſs would have ex- 
perienced more conſtancy and favour than 
either of her predeceſſors, if her ſerious diſ- 

ſition which inclined her to reaſon and 
philoſophize---would have permitted her to 
confult, ſomewhat more than ſhe did, Anto- 
nina's taſte for frivolity and vicious plea- 
ſures. Their connection 'finiſhed with the 


Till the death of Silvo LI. this parti- 
ality to women only tended to ſhew the 
of Antonina's paſſions, which might 


have been more naturally gratified by the 


other ſex. She ſeemed, for a moment, to 
caſt” her eyes on the Count of Siotra; but, 
iĩt is affirmed, that this prince, who, in other 
reſpects, ſeldom diſplays an atom of reflec- 
45 | tion, 
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tion was prudent enough not to run the riſk 
of giving himſelf a 
motive, or from -the#licentious life he now 
led -hich he preferred to a connection that 
- would naturally require great delicacy and 


er. Either from this 


diſcretion---no farther. occurred be- 
tween theſe relations, than ſome nocturnal 
excurſions, and harmleſs ſports, of a nature 


"Wwo'unwcent te f the ein Angora. 


During this interval, the Marchioneſs of 


Flliam occupied the ſeat of confidence and 
- Intimacy ; th 

and in all the councils, of the new queen, to 
- whom ſhe ſerved as a foy, and to whom ſhe 
related all the anecdotes of the court. At 
© length, Count Nolid---ſurnamed the Hand- 
ſome returned to court, where he had for- 
-merly lived in the capacity of page, and 


e made one in all the parties, 


drew all eyes upon him; the queen was 


not the laſt to receive the impreſſion he 


made, and her advances, as might naturally 
be ſuppoſed, obtained the preference. Nolid, 
on his part, exerted his utmoſt efforts to 
pleaſe, and fucceeded in the attempt. Stupid 
and unamiable, with a conſtitution. nearly 
worn out---ſuch was the man who. became 
the hero of the day „Who is only a 
--who knows, c 
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was threatened with a caning in the preſence 


of the King of Sweden, and apologized to 
the perſon who promiſed him this whole- 


ſome correction. Like that Nolid who re- 


ſides at Bruxelles, his whole merit conſiſts 


in a handſome perſon, a polluted mind, and 


a cowardly heart, 


The artful queen found the means of in- 
ſinuating her favourite into the good graces 


* of her fooliſh huſband, who honoured him 
with peculiar marks of friendſhip and 


eſteem ; at all their card parties, the kin 
was Nolid's banker, and. ſupplied him wi 


money to play with Antonina. The count 
always loſt; but though the king is not 


more generous than the reſt of the Snob. 


ruob, this circumſtance never diſpleaſed him. 


In ſhort, the connection appeared to him 
very proper, till a marked indiſcretion ex- 


cited his fears. The queen, at one of thoſe 


balls which ſhe frequently gave at the 


palace, and at which ſhe ſeldom danced with 


any one but Nolid, pretended to have a 


Nag aipitation at her heart, and, throw- 
elf on a ſofa, begged. her huſband 


58010 apply his hand to the part affected, 


which he accordingly did; ſhe next defired 
the count to do the fame, hd he was dating 


enough to comply, by placing- his hand on 
D 


her 
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her bare boſom, which roſe beneath the preſ- 
ſure, ſtrongly beating with fierce deſire. 
The king thought this was carrying the 
joke ſomewhat too far, and his countenance 
began to lower ; but a few kind expreſſions 
from his wife, accompanied by a fond em- 
| brace, diſpelled the gathering ſtorm, and 
reſcued her gallant from the danger which 
threatened him. Nolid continued to enjoy 
the charms of Antonina, and her fool of a 
huſband again ſunk into his uſual ſtate of 
ſtupidity. . 


But Nolid was at length obliged to join 
his regim̃ent, notwithſtanding the queen's 
efforts to retain him; ſhe had uſed her in- 
tereſt with the obſtinate De Yum for ob- 
taining a farther leave of abſence, but in 
vain, The ſeparation was pathetic on both 
ſides; but the Princeſs of Eenemeug ſoon 
dried \. the tears of Antonina ; and Nolid 
conſoled himſelf for her loſs, in the pms of 

a chambermaid, + 


The (queen's love for the vigorous and 
wanton Eenemeug was ſo powerful, as to 
make the beſt-informed courtiers imagine 
that her reign would prove long. Their 
' rendezvous followed each other with aſto- 
niſhing rapidity ; they were frequently ſhut 


* ) 
up together for two hours at a time; it 
ſeemed- impoſſible to calm the violence of 
their paſſions ;: for even in public, and in 

ſence” of the: female domeſtics, they ca- 
reſſed each other in the moſt laſcivious man- 
ner. But Nolid's return from his regiment, 
procured the diſmiſſion of his female rival, 
which he repayed by joys more ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial. | 


The winter of this year was ſignalized by 
amuſements of every kind ; balls at court 
and at the opera ; plays, ſuppers, and dra- 
matic exhibitions, furniſhed continual occu- 
pation for the royal family, and all thofe 
who attended them. The moment it was 
known that the queen had no averſion to 
the male ſex, all the noblemen of the court 
. — to obtain her. The inſipid Marquis 
of Valal, at one time, believed himſelf the 
fayoured object; but the queen only encou- 
raged his hopes, that ſhe might fix her af- 
fections elſewhere with leſs danger of diſ- 
covery... Nolid ftill appeared in the liſts , 
but "experience had taught Antonina the 
neceſſity of 'a better champion. This was 
the ſeaſon for intrigue z and the queen paid 
ſo little regard to decency in her conduct 
during the winter, that the prudes of the 
: | 5 D 2 court 
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court thought themſelves juſtified in talking 
to her on the ſubject. | 


* MC Bene of Nihon. wie knees. 
thing of love but its pains, and who ſtill la- 


ments: the loſs of a favoured lover killed 


during the campaign of 1744; as well as 
the Counteſs of Saperuam, the worthy and 


reſpectable object of the Abbe de Yrrev's 


affection, ventured to remonſtrate with An- 
tonina, who liſtened to them with ſeeing 
attention, but difregarded their advice.--- 
That was all natural. 


At length the wiſhes of Antonina were 
crowned with ſucceſs; by openly giving a 
looſe to her inclinations in one & 2 ſhe 
imagined that ſhe had effectually concealed 
the real object of her purſuits ; ſhe now be- 
came pregnant; an event which ſupplied 


ample matter for converſation, as the whole 


court ſeemed. to think themſe lves intereſted 
in it. The Count and Counteſs of Siotra 
thought the joke a very bad one; every one 
reaſoned upon it according to his feelings or 
caprice, and poor Antonina was abuſed on 
Rs 


This pregnancy was ee back with 8 
malicious precifion of curioſity—to the balls 
= | and 
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and feſtivals that were given during her 

brother's viſit to the Court of Abo. The 
women whom Antonina had enjoyed, felt 
themſelves particularly offended; having 
thought her ſolely attached to her own ſex, 
they could not — 5 this inſtance of in- 
conſtancy- On thoſe points, women of that 
ſtamp, it is ſaid, are implacable. The hero 
of ſuch a glorious exploit was ſoon diſ- 
covered; and the Duke of Yugioc was 
univerſally regarded as the happy man. 
This amiable: nobleman, who was bleſt with 
a' handſome perſon, with manners the moft 
inſinuating, an advantageous mien, eyes that 
were eloquent, and with health totally dif- 
«ferent, in all reſpects, from that of the ex- 
hauſted Nolid, had, for ſome time, attracted 
the queen's attention. His extreme circum- 
ſpection would have totally prevented any ill 
effects from the gratification of her Kon, 
had not her own imprudence rendered it 

public. The place, the hour, the very mo- 
ment of conception, was known. They re- 


collected a maſquerade at the Opera-houſe, 


at which the queen appeared in a long grey 
cloak, accompanied by her women, who 
wore the very ſame diſguiſe. The duke 
was alone in one of the upper boxes; An- 
tonina gave her companions the ſhip, and 
ran to the place of rendezvous, She had 
a | D 2 not 
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not been gone long before ſhe was miſ⸗ 
ſed, when her women, . alarmed, went in 


ſearch of her, and met her coming out of 


the box, in ſuch violent agitation with. the 
exerciſe ſhe had juſt undergone, that ſhe al- 
moſt fainted away on the ſtair-caſe. A wo- 
man, who was preſent, marked this inſtant 
on her tablets, which were ſpeedily circulated 
among her acquaintance; and, in a ſhort 
time, the circumſtance was written down, in. 
letters of gold, in every pocket - book about 
court. The Princeſs. of Eenemeug, deem- 
ing herſelf the moſt inſulted, becauſe. the 
moſt recently poſſeſſed by her, commented 
with ſo much freedom on the fubject, that 
the fell into diſgrace, was baniſhed from 
court, and was ſucceeded in her poſt 1 
ne, by the Free of Nallam 


The queen, doubtleſs, either 9 
her intrigues with the men as an act of ne- 
ceſſity, or elſe purſued them from mere ca- 


price. She could not 22 her burning 


deſires, without havin ject that gave 
riſe to them pe y _— her; where- 
fore ſhe determined always to have a woman 
with whom ſhe could live in habits of the 
ſtricteſt intimacy, The Princeſs of Ellabmal 
had long been her friend, but ſhe had not 
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till after her rupture with Eenemeug. This 
lady had receive the moſt unequivocal 
marks of her bounty and affection. The 
Dutcheſs of Selliaon was no ſooner placed 
about the perſon of Antonina, than her miſ- 
treſs conceived a diflike to her, which was 
not at all ſurpriſing- In conſequence of 
this, the dutcheſs experienced the harſheſt 
treatment but what can diſhearten the fa- 
mily of Selliaon ? Inſenſible to mortifica- 
tions, and callous to infult, nothing can ſtops 
them when in the purſuit of intereſt. Mrs. 
Etiquette, adhering to this ſyſtem, was re- 
ſolved not to reſig : her place; and deceney 
forbade her expulſion, without ſome poſitive 
fault. A friend of the family good-na- 
turedly adviſed the queen to create a new 
poſt in her houſfiold, which might reduce 
that of the ducheſs to a mere nothing in 
point of honour and emolument. For this 
6 the poſt of Superintendant of the 
ouſhold was created; and, in order to 
mortify the firſt: lady of honour the more 
ſenfibly, it was reſolved to give it to ſome 
perior rank and birth. The 


woman of ſu | 
on. Young and lovely, with an elegant 
form, and a handſome face, ſhe was exempt 
from paſſions herſelf, though poſſeſſed of all 
———— — | 


N 


2ft qualification was ſufficient: to ſecure the 
favour of her miſtreſs, who accordingly re- 
ſolved to do every: thing for her. 


De Togrut was ſo ſtupid as to oppoſe the 
additional expence, propoſed to be incurred 


by the queen in the department of her 
1 and his oppoſition loſt him his 


| peace The diſcontents-of her majeſty were 
edily diffuſed over the whole palace, and 


the women againſt a miniſter, who, beſides 


many other defects, was known to have no 


partiality for the fair-ſex. This cabal was 
Joined by. all the other enemies of T * 
0 


by men, who, as well from a na 


The queen, exerting the authority. ſne main- 
5 yal huſband, procured the 


diſmiſſion of Togrut, and the promotion of 
her favourite to the appointment ſhe had deſ 


tined for her, with a ſalary of near ſeventeen 
thouſand pounds ſterlin 3 3 33 
reign laſted till after — ht 

when, being eclipſed by: gods ſhe. 
prudently withdrew herſelf — embraces, 


| Whoſe extreme ardour was incapable of af- 


fording her the ſmalleſt cation. Hu- 
— however, by: aa.” | 
e 
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eemed to authorize the heavy complaints of 


ve of 
change, as from motives of intereſt, did not 
like to ſee miniſters remain long in place. 


re 


( 97 ) 
e ¶ thoſe who were ſelected to ſucceed her, and 


placing too firm a reliance on the extent of 
her credit, ſhe complained of the queen's 
contemptuous negle& of her to the kin 
himſelf, who, inſtead of anſwering her, bur 
into a vacant laugh, then hopped away to 
his forge, in order to finiſh a padlock: he 
had begun the night before, and which 
was wanted immediately. The haughty 
Savoyard did not ſtop there, but applied to 
her hypocritical father-in-law, who being en- 
dued with as much ſenſe as generally falls to 
the ſhare of deyotees, ran to the curate of 
the pariſh ; and the worthy paſtor promiſed 
to mention the matter to the king the firſt 
time he came to confeſſion. But as the ſe- 
crets of confeſſion can never be divulged, 
we cannot pretend to ſay what paſſed between 
them; we only know that the queen's indif- 
ference for the princeſs daily augmented, 
though ſhe continued to diſcharge the du- 
ties of her office with equal pride and dig- 


In the mean time, the queen's pregnan 
advanced ; and though the real author of it 
was well known, ſeveral other fathers were 
aſſigned to this much-defired offspring. The 
king was the only perſon in the court who 
remained in an error on the ſubject, and 


cOn- 


a : ' 
44 * . * 13 > + 0%; a 
— —— „„ mae 3 


. wh. 4 2 ©. - -: 


ou " "An 2 * 


4 


of his illuſtrious brother; which contain an 


1 blockhead, preſerved it by bleeding her; 


( 38 ) 3 
conferred on himſelf the honours of pater. ſc⸗ 
nity, the beſt-natured of huſbands, the I ſe 


humble lord of the caſtle of Selliaſrev, Ne“ 


piqued himſelf on the laurels he had thus 
acquired in the conjugal field, while all his 
courtiers, to whom the truth was known, 
applauded the ftupidity of the pretended fa. 
ther. Damade, expert in intrigues, and fully 

acquainted with thoſe of her fiſter-in-law, 

made her huſband as wiſe as herſelf; 
and this ſtudious prince inſerted the curious 
account in his learned Annals of the reign 


exact relation of all his domeſtic affairs, 
even of every thing: which paſſed at his 
forge; which certainly is: not that of Vulcan, 
ſince he does not employ: it for the fabrica: 
tron of nets to catch the Libere of: his wife; 
by them-in-the very fact. This eru- 
dite production of the mot euridite prince 
of the age; wil one day become the chief 
ornament of. his library, as it now ſerves 
for a proof of his knowledge and talents. 


 The-queen's Hing-in-was long 1 pain- 
ful 32 at one time her life was in imminent 
danger; but her midwife, who paſſes for a 


8 A SS 2. 


againſt the opinion of the faculty. Her 
ene her. 3 were all 


( 38. ) 


of ſuſpenſe. Nolid was far off ; Yngioc 
ſcarcely ſhowed his face; and Valal had been 
ſent out of the way ;---theſe three courtiers 
even ſhuddered at the thoughts of that ha 
pineſs which might prove productive of 
moſt fatal effects. Y ngioc, eſpecially, whom 
the people conſidered as the true father, had, 
more than once, turned pale, when a witneſs. 
to thoſe ridiculous effuſions of joy which 
the king diſplayed on taking his new-born 
offspring in his arms; then, anxious to imi- 
tate Yrneh the Fourth, (that reſpectable 
hero whom he believes to be his patron, and 


cauſe the ſtupid public, who ſpoil every 
thing, in a moment of madneſs and adula- 


to the aſſembly with an air of exultation : 
and, addrefling himſelf to the prefident of 


de parliament, joyfully exclaimed, © Look 
eat me, Sir, and tell me whether this girl is 
f vot mine! ? / 
. 


On the 's recovery, the amuſements 
of Kiter were changer 
plays to ions, and particularly to 
nofturnal excurſions. When the fine wea- 
ther came on, they aſſembled at the approach 
of night, on the ſouthern terrace of the 


caſtle. The whole, town was preſent, wo- 


whom he flatters himſelf he reſembles, be- 


tion, made the abſurd compariſon) ſhewed it 


from balls and- 
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he partakes of the fruits of their labour ; 


tution, who. ſells vacant commiſſions of 
his corps to the higheſt bidder, and the moſt 
wealthy candidate -A corps in Which the 


. 12 *. - 
1 


( 


men of every claſs E of theſe diver- 
ſions, and joined in one general ſcene of de- 
bauchery. No diſtinctions were enforced; 


the higheRt and the loweſk, 1xed indifcrimi- 


nately together, where all was obſcurity. 
At length they began to Aifeuile themſelves ; 
the queen, her two brother's-in-law, and 
their paraſites, frequented the terrace, and 
viſited the bowers; the women were entirely 
concealed beneath long cloaks, and the men 
wore great coats, and large hats flouched 
over their faces : they walked together for 
a while, then ſeparated, and all went 4 
in the beſt of al p worlds. 


The ene was heig ohtened by the nas of 
the guards, who — the moſt laſcivious 
tunes, for two hours together, beneath the 
windows of the caſtle. Norib, their com- 
mander, never ſuffers any opportunity of 
diſplaying his ſervility to eſcape; that hero 
of the opera, who makes his ſoldiers fight 
with all the buffoons of the ſtage, becauſe 


who degrades his profeſſion by ſuch a profti- 


uis is ranked with the tradefman; and 
ns of tankers placed on a level with 


earls 
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er- earls und enmobleds ; that oct. in ſhort, 

de- who is fit for nothing but to regulate a 

d; ceſſion of hackn 3 

ni paſt. of all 2 2 to 
a ev that paſſed e noctur- 

4 OT Four Ivy his centinels, 


* he N as es! and the uſe he 
nd made of his information was fuch, as ren- 
ly i dered his ſecrecy profitable to him. | 
en 
Jl _ The queen's diligence in ſearch of adven- 


or tures, and her ſucceſs in meeting with them, 
nt are equally aftoniſhing. An officer of the 
body- knowing her in her dif- 
took her under the arm, and led her 
to a bower: on the way his was 
ſuch as the fierceſt deſire could dictate; and, 
finding it well received, the moment ar- 
rived « at the deſtined ſpot, he pre for 
that confli which he juſtly thoug his fair 
adverſary was willing to ſuſtain; one hand 
had already preſſed her bare boſom, and the 
other, more enterprizing, was rapidly ad- 
vancing towards the ſeat of love, when a 
| fudden impulſe of checked, in the 
boſom of Antonina, the ſtrong emotions of 
paſſion, and, deeming the place unfavourable 
to thoſe hallowed rites which ſhe never cele- 


brated but with the moſd enthuftaſtic ardour, 
| 8 herſelf from the ms of the 


LY 
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.difappointed hero, and ruſhed out of the 
bower. Her fears were well founded ; far 
the officer was noticed, and the very next day 
received orders to retire to his eſtate in 
'Ydnamron, and never more to appear at 
court. 


Some days after this, Antonina, alternate- 
ly led away by her paſſion for women, and 
by her defire of having children, met a wo- 
— the —_ who was tall — 
ſha and had ſome appearance of ele- 
| Er about her. She inimediatdly accoſted 
her; and the other, miſtaking her for one of 
Her friends, took her by the arm, and, as 
they walked along, entered into a diſſerta- 
tion on the women of the court, not forget- 
ting the queen herſelf, whoſe character ſhe 
touched on, though but flightly. Anto- 
nina, pleaſed with her wit and appearance, 
conceived a paſſion for her, and appointed a 
meeting, at the ſame hour, the next day, 
When the queen left her, ſhe ordered her tb 
be watched home, that ſhe might know who 
ſhe was; but what were her ſurpriſe and mor- 
tification, when ſhe W. the next Tus 
ing, that the exquiſite beauty, the though 
of whoſe Sri had kept Yor: watt 95 

es 
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whole night, and with whom ſhe had 
miſed herſelf the enjoyment of 


P 
unknown 
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unknown to the reſt of her ſex, was no 


other than the ugly, dirty, prattling, diſ- 


guſting Nonam Uanetſoul, who had been 


married ten years to a nephew of the 


curate of the pariſh, named Snoſed, 
who had had the courage to get her with 
child, and for that act was obliged to eſ- 
pouſe her. This unfortunate woman was 
punctual to her time, but the reception ſhe 
experienced, ſoon convinced her ſhe had been 
miſtaken for another. Though the adven- 
ture does not redound much to the hononr 
of Mrs. Snoſed, her proneneſs to loquacity 
led her to divulge it; and it is from her 
— mouth that the author of this work 

it. 22 


Another time, Antonina, whoſe defifes' 
were reſtleſs and inſatiate, accoſted a young. 
man, who appeared to her, by the light 
the moon, to have a good perſon z nor was 
the now deceived. - The youth in queſtion 
is a true child of Love, and beauteous as 
his parent: he had juſt been appointed a 
derk in the War Office, through the inte- 
reſt of a counteſs, who is his mother, but 
who never could decide who his father was. 
Full of mildneſs and ſenſibility, - timid and 
baſhfu!, he was far from ſuppoſing to whom + 
he had the honour of ſpeaking. —_ 
«; T4 q yy 
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queſtioned him for ſome time as to the ſtate 
of his heart, and was enraptured with the 
ingenuouſneſs of his anſwers; ſhe ſtroked 
his chin, and: found it clothed but with the 
ſoft down of early manhood. The ſmooth- 
neſs of his ſkin convinced her that he was 
rapidly approaching to manhood ; and ſhe 
was ſoon confirmed in her ideas by his own 
confeflion, that he was but in his eighteenth 
year, and had, as yet, known nothing of 
love but the name. Notwithſtanding the 
timidity and embarraſſment of this new 


Adonis, he diſplayed a certain portion of 


wit in his converſation---in ſhort, his face, 
his ſhape, and even the tone of his voice, 
tended to captivate the queen, and made the 
moſt violent impreſſion on her heart. She 


left him without making herſelf known, and 


Ae a rendezvous for the following 


J It 1 well known that love and ſleep as 
ever at variance. The ſame paſſion which 


had made a rapid progreſs beneath the 
er roofs of Antonina's palace, had pur- 
ſued our youth into his little retirement. 

The adventure, at firſt, had only excited 
aſtoniſhment in his mind, but it very ſoon 
raiſed the warmeſt ſenſations in his boſom. 
Youth and nature made him now perceive, 


that 


that he had hitherto exiſted in a ſtate of 
nullity that was not deſigned for him---or, 
rather, that he had not exiſted at all. He 
did not cloſe his eyes during the whole 
night. The next day a an age to 
him -QViſtraction, . 
and a kind of uneaſineſs, which he had 
never before experienced, took poſſeſſion of 
his ſenſes, and abſorbed all his ideas, till the 
happy moment when he ſet out to meet the 
ohject who had occaſioned all this anxiety. 
It was the ſame with Antonina--with the 
exception of enjoyment---the delights of 
which ſhe was well acquainted with; but 
that circumſtance only ſerved to increaſe her 
impatience. She took the proper means for 
learning who this hero was that ſhe had re- 
ſolved to crown with the myrtles of Venus; 
and the information ſhe obtained determined 
her, more than ever, to take ad vantage of 
the happy opportunity which Love had pro- 
cured her. The neceſſary arrangements 
were accordingly made - with the aſſiſtance 
of her valet de chambre Napmac, the confi- 
dant of her pleaſures, a man well {killed in 
the interpretation of wiſhes and half · uttered 
ſentences, who was careful to manage mat- 
ters agreeably to the will of his amorous and 
impatient miſtreſs, Wal wd 
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666 | 
It has not been aſcertained which of them 
arrived” firſt at the place of rendezvous ; 
when -they met, a mutual exclamation of 
joy was heard, and they ruſhed. with impe- 
tuoſity into each other's arms. Their ex- 
preſſions were interrupted by ſighs; their 
lips were glewed together; and they vowed 
to love for ever, even before a declaration of 
love had been made Delicious effects of 
unbridled deſire on one part, and the neceſ- 
ſity of enjoyment on the other. The queen, 
to whom the ſmalleſt delay might have 
e equally dangerous and prejudicial, 
led her lover to a private receſs, voluptu- 
ouſly prepared for their reception by the in- 
duſtrious Napmac. She there gave a full 
ſcope to her defires, inſtructed. her young 
hero in all the arts of ſenſuality, and receiv- 
ed the firſt fruits of his manhood, as the re- 
ward of her care. His extreme eagerneſs, 
notwithſtanding the efforts of Antonina to 
direct his attacks, cauſed her a momen-- 
tary diſappointment the powerful emo- 
tions, excited by the novelty of our young 
Hero's fituation---and wound up as he was 
by the enrapturing fgwre before him oc. 
caſioned too precipitately that #ribute which 
the moſt avaricious lover cannot refuſe when 
he ſuffers himſelf to be overcome by the 
-foft impulſe of deſire. Inftcad, a | 


60 

of quenching the fire, it only ſerved to 
augment the flame, which now raged with 
ungovernable fury ; and, before Antonina 
could lament the recent loſs which her lover's 
ardour had produced, he recommenced his 
endearments, and conducted himſelf with 
ſuch marked propriety, that at length even 
ber defires were fully ſatisſied. 


Adoms did not know Venus till after he 
had beheld her moſt concealed charms: 
Fear, and the exceſs of his happineſs, had no 
other effect on Antonina's lover, than to 
make him feel the neceſſity of filence.. 


They now joined the company. The 
ing youth ſtood in need of encourage- 
ment; and the fond queen beſtowed it with 
ſuch ſkill, as ſoon diſſipated his fears, and 
put him in a condition to anſwer her nume - 


rous queſtions. Intrigue uſurped the place 
anX1ous 


of love. „ 
to procure the diſmiſſion Secretary 
War; ſhe queſtioned her lover with regard 
to him, and to his miſtreſs, La Draner ; en- 
ired into the nature of thoſe frequent or- 
gies, the effects of which confined 
that miniſter to his bed for ſeveral days ; and 
fought to obtain every kind of information 
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her plan. The youth diſplayed great ſkill 
and prudence in his anſwers; beides, he had 


been too recently appointed to his place to 


be initiated into the myſteries of the office. 


This ſhe was aware of, and therefore charged 


him to be particular in his enquiries, and to 


make her acquainted with the reſult of them. 
It was neceſſary, before: they parted, to 


adopt ſome —_ of meeting in future, as 

the adventure of the bower might be — 
ed with danger to the new Adonis. Nap- 
mac was eonſulted; aud this ingenious fon 


of Mercury conceived the idea of employ- 


* 


ing him as a copiſt of muſic for his miſtreſs. 
He promiſed to be their only meſſenger, and 
gave the moſt ample inſtructions for the com- 


Poſition of a new ſpecies of muſic; which 
was only intelligible to thoſe who were: fur- | 


niſhed with a key to it. 


During theſe amuſements, the Count = 


23 of Siotra did not loſe their time. 
It was then too that Rueiſnom formed his 


cannection with De Egarret; and, upon - | 


huppy turfs of | Selliaſrey, ebenda his gra 
deur for the crook of the ſhephers Thy tis. 
whoſe name he affumed on the Terrace. 


er it was not long before 3 


Equally. inconſtatt'to her lovers and her 
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ſed the Duke of Yngioc. She juſtified her 
conduct in this reſpect by a multitude of 4 
reaſons ; but people talked fo loudly, and fo 14 
> [openly on the matter, that it was feared the i 
king would be led to the adoption of ſome 1 
| I violent meaſure. The too phyſical certainty 4 
of this connection had furniſhed irreſiſtible, | 
arms againſt Antonina, who began to dread; | 
che conſequences. The worſt for the Duke 
was, that the queen had only been delivered 
of a daughter, and that was not her object; 
her wiſhes were no more fulfilled, than was 
the motive which urged her to venture om fo 
dangerous a ſtep. The duke was diſgraced 
and the queen---though ſhe continued the 
connection ſhe had formed in the receſs---re-- 
turned to her natural taſte for her own ſex. 


r 
WAO Was * 
teſs Eluj. This which ſtill conti- __ 
nues, has no example, in point of ardour and 
duration, except in that of Silvo LI. for De 
Roudapmop ;---like her, the counteſs cofts 
the kingdom immenſe ſums. R 

had her lovers; Eluj lives publicly with the 
Count of Liuerduavꝰ, and, what is aan, + 
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| 29 It was decreed that fortune ſhould raviſh this wo- 
. By nature indolent and careleſs, the never 


( 5s ) 


_—_ is as well received by the king and FE 
as by the counteſs herſelf. The former 
pardoned her auguſt lover his occaſional in- 
conſtancy, and even deigned to become the 
ne der of his pleaſures. The latter is equal. 
favourable to 7 for = — re- 
cod ured the p Edrobal, (wife to 
the king's old- n who was 
2ppo pointed reader to the queen. Roudapmop 
Id places, benefices, biſhoprics. 8c. &c. 
and kept a regular office, and a: head clerk, 
for that purpoſe. Eluj does the ſame; 
Liuerduav acts as her miniſter, The firlt 
enriched her family, and decorated her bra: 
ther with a blue ribband : the laſt is not leſs 
W in os diſtribution of _ a 


5 would hare ap to mala the conqueſt. of a queen, 
2 queen had not come in ſearch of her. She 1s one 
of thoſe women who prefer peace to virtue, * ield, 
in order to avoid the trouble of reſiſtance. into 
the vortex of the world, affailed by the i rms be of 
ſuitors, loaded with the bounty of kings, and over- 
| whelmed with the incenſe of 1. ſhe has more than 
once lamented, in the boſom of friendſhip, the cruelty 
of her fate. Liuerduav pleafed her, beeaulty inſtead 
of requiring 2 he found the means of per- 
ſuading her S hat he loved her. He neither poſleſſed 
the ſuperlority which humiliates, nor the mediocrity 
which alarms. A knowled of. the world, and a 
ſound underſtanding, ſupplied the want of thoſe — 


fications which to. 
to wich the . The malt Ts 
a 3. 
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honours; ſhe begins with her huiband, whom 
has made a duke; ſhe has juſt married her 
daughter to the ſon of the Dutcheſs of Tnom- 

. Wealth and favour werethe harbingers 
of union; and her ſon-in-law has been 
created a duke, and appointed to a company 
f the king's guards---In ſhort, the influence 
of this family is carried to ſuch an indecent 
eight, that they bave only to aſk and' have; 
md- whoever applies for a place of any 
kind, is fure to find chem on his road, 


The firſt winter after this new r 
was formed, was paſſed like the preceding, 
in plays, balls, and gaming the luxury and 
expence of which were heightened by the 
moſt refined coquettry. The queen, at this 
period, choſe Nitreb, the milliner, for her 
principal agent---a woman equally ſkilful in 
intrigue with Nitreb the miniſter, and the 
other Nitreb too, though related to neither 
of them with her ſhe tranſacts buſineſs in 
the ſame manner as her auguſt huſband 
tranſacts his with his Secretaries of State. 
Dramiug is another of her female Miniſters, 
and es over the departmenf of gauzes 
and perſonal decorations*. It is certain 

| | that 


» 'Th's, indeed, is her nominal office, but 1 
hat an employment far more ſublime. Not one _— 
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that the affairs of Abo muſt, og os 
been in a flouriſhing ſtate, had the king dif 
played as much ity and judgment in the 
choice of his miniſters, as the queen did i 


the —— 4 for the moſt celebrate 
ſtateſmen zurope appear to a diſadv: 
tage, when compared with Nitreb an 
Dramiug. The milliner, elated by the f 
your ſhe enjoyed, forgot her ſtation, and eve: 
her intereſt ; not an article in her ſhop Ul 
be procured at any price, till it had beet 
ſhowed to the queen; to whom, ſhe trium. 
phantly ſaid, it was her duty to ſhow a pre. 
ference. The tone of dignity ſhe aſſume: 
on "theſe occaſions was truly ridiculous 
Dramiug does not arrogate ſo much import 


the prieſteſſes of Venus is better ſkilled in the celebr- 

tion of the rites of her deity than ſhe. For thirty 
years ſhe celebrated thoſe rites with ſo many different 
— os and with fo much fervour and aſſiduĩty, tha 
the knows what the ity of her votaries are ig 
norant of. The queen made her recite her inexha 


able ſtock of adventures, and particularize every no- 


\» +, velty the had learnt from each of her lovers, in the 


©-amorous capflit. The number of herpreceptors had 
enabled her to become a preceptreſs herſelf, ſuper. or to 
any that evehhexifted. Heated by her tals, Anto- 
nina always left her, in order to reduce theory to prac- 
tice, by repeating her leſſons with that croud of 
lovers, who were more numerous, and more active, 
than thoſe of Penelope who were in no danger 


— 
* - 


- ance 


/ 


— 


„ 
ance to herſelf, but her ſucceſs is equaily 
brilliant; for the moſt elegant votary of 


Venus in all Sirap is not more characteriſti- 
cally dreſſed than Antonina. 


It was found expedient to make an alter- 
ation in their ſummer amuſements; thoſe 
of the Terrace having been attended with 
ſame diſagreeable circumſtances ; and Anto- 
nina having experienced, beneath her diſ- 
guiſe, ſome ſevere reproofs, which alarmed 
and terrified her, Her two brothers-in-law 
had profited by the occaſion to attempt new 
conqueſts ; 8 little Echeb, and ſeve- 
ral others of the ſame ſtamp, had been the 
victims of their incurſions; but the huſ- 
bands of theſe fair voluptuaries having found 
convincive proofs of the infidelity of their 
wives, were ſo unpolite as to keep them at 
home, and thereby incurred the cenſure of 
the whole court. | 


Theſe pleaſures, therefore, were chad 
for games more innocent and 5 They: * 
by - forbidding the publig/ to walk in 
the Park after ſupper; they chen ordered 
ſome of the arbours to be indifferently 
lighted; in one of which they erc&ed a 
throne of turf, and there played at King, in 
i. fame manner as little e at ſchool 
F 


mi 
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miſtreſſes. They elected a monarch, who 
gave audiences, held a court, and adminiſ- 
tered juſtice. to his ſubjects, repreſented by 
the courtiers, the committee, and the king 
and queen, who ſtripped themſelves of their 
royalty at the foot of this fictitious throne. 
Complaints the moſt original were exhibited 
to the new monarch; and rewards and 
puniſnhments, not leſs extraordinary, were 
diſtributed by him; but, after a ſhort time 
had been paſſed in theſe frivolous em- 
1034 his majeſty, who was generally 
Liuerduav, took it in his head to make mar- 
riages. He married the king to a woman 
of the court, and the queen to one of the 
men, (it was remarked that he moſtly took 
her himſelf) and coupled the reſt of the 
company in the ſame manner. He then 
in couples, ordering each huſband to take 
his wife by the hand; and there, with all 
the reſpe& that was due to this new kind of 
ſacrament, and to the new monarch who'thus 
acted the part of a prieſt, they waited for the 
facramental word, which was DzcameaTi- 
vos, The moment it was pronounced, each 
couple retired in haſte to one of the ar 
while the King of the Turf forbade them 
to return to the royal ſaloon, before the ex- 
Ppiration of two hours; to go no more than 


n 
one couple W and to — each - 
other with the utmoſt care. We are aſ⸗ 
ſured that Silvo was highly delighted with 
this amuſement, and found it very diverting - 
to be thus dethroned upon the graſs by 
Liuerdunv. 


It was intended that the queen ſhould. go 
to the baths this year, in order to promote 
a ſecond pregnancy; but the phyſicians all 
agreed that theſe nocturnal pleaſures, and 
particularly the Decampativos, would prove 
more efficacious. Befj des, Mr. : Rakcen, 
who dreads expence, and is t fond of Jour- 
nics, having been conſulted on the occaſion, 
obſerved that, although the monarch of the 
night coſt the ſtate almoſt as much as if he 
were monarch of the day, it was beſt to ad- 
here to this ſyſtem, for the purpoſe of pro- 
curing an heir to the throne, who muſt ne. 
cellarily cauſe a great additional expence; 
wherever, and " whomever, he was W 
ten. 


| Theſe little innocent Went it is aid. f 
>. the king an inclination to attempt the 

ome other - huſband. He im- 
courtiers 


hs with to one of : thoſe officidus 

by whom he. is ſurrounded ; and, 
who only wait for the fignal of their maſ. 
F 2 bers 


2 


. 
ters deſire, to procure its inſtant gratifica- 
tion. He was immediately 3 to 
femme de chambre of Eammad, a 
ſtupid girl, who was, in all reſpects, fit for the 
dirty purpoſe to which ſhe was now deſ- 
tined. She received his inſipid careſſes 
with reſpect; and, as ſhe had no ons 
to gratify, ſhe was not diſappointed at the 
impotency of the attack ſhe was doomed to 
ſuſtain. The * on his part, exhibited, 
on this occaſion, the ſame grace, the ſame 
ſpirit, and the ſame delicacy, as he diſplays 
on every other — More need not be ſaid. 


Hie had juft finiſhed his mechanical opera- 


tion, the effects of which were ſcarcely per- 
ceptible on the pillars of alabaſter that Kos. 
ported the temple at which he had been at- 
tempting to ſacrifice, when the company en- 


| tered the room, and found him adjuſting 


that part of his dreſs which was neceſſarily 
moſt diſcompoſed, and laughing, in that ele- 
t and agreeable manner which is ſo pecu- 
har to him, at the breach he had been mak- 
ing in his conjugal vow.— It muſt be owned, 


that ſince Irneh the Fourth, the graces and 
the agrimens of love have moſt ſtrangely de- 


| In the midft of theſe pleaſures, the counteſs 
Eluj was brought to bed. As ſoon as the 
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to paſs a week at La Etteum, in order that 
the queen might be nearer to her friend, 
who choſe to lye- in at Sirap, in the apart - 
ments of Liuerduav. There Antonina at- 
tended her with the moſt anxious care, 
« ſcarcely: ever quitting her bed-fide, and tak- 


— m — e 


trigues of the court as of the motives by 


and more decent, that ſhe ſhould co 
ſult the queen's convenience rather than her 
own, But theſe were not aware, that ſuch 
an arrangement would not have been fo con- 
venient ; and, that Antonina's frequent jour- 
mes to Sirap, and her viſits to Eluj, had an 


wiſe attained. * Eluj had been delivered of 


Ergo, ergo... Eluj procured me the en- 
joyment of the little Edrobal; ſhe will be 


ty kind with regard to Liuerduav ; 


articularly during her lying-in, when the 
has no occaſion for him? befides, what will 


great event was announced, the court went 


ing upon her the office of a nurſe. Fools, 
and thoſe Who were as ignorant of the in- 


which they were determined, thought it 
ſtrange that thecounteſs ſhould not have fixed 


on the caftle of Selliaſrev as the place of her 
__ ſince it appeared to them more na- 


object, which could not have been other. . 


a Bey, Liuerduay therefore knows how to. 
baget boys; Yngioc only begets girls. 


N. not 
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* 
N the favour of 
ueen, and of her lover? The reſult of 
il dür wil be, ther 1 falt bring forth a 
Niyuad I ſhall be no falſe prophet he 
will reſemble the king as much as the 


princeſs does, whom he ſhows to every body, 
as the perfect model of himſelf, and —.— 


he loves ſolely on that account. Such were 


the ſecret ions of Antonina. 


While the g queen was waiting for the ac- 
_compliſhment wy her wiſhes, he made the 
counteſs a preſent of three thouſand gui- 
5 1 85 to defray the expences of her lying · in; 
and the king bin gave her an equal ſum. 
It was alſo the intention of Antonina to 
ſent her favourite with the dutchy of Emam, 
a trifle, worth about fixty thouſand pounds ; 
but Rakcen, who is a perfect connoifleur in 
ſuch trifles, 0 ppoſed it. He ſoon, however, 
de ved he 2 wrong, and the diſgrace of 
ogrut occurred to his mind; and, as he 
K's particular attachment to his place, from 
whence the counteſs threatened to procure 
his diſmiſſion, he repaired the a of his 


; make de zeal, by _ 5 
e her favourite 
and twenty-five . in a or 
*. Guy in * 
t 
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At length the counteſs recovered from her 
in, during which Antonina had viſited 

her inceſſantly ; and, the circumſtances at- 
_ ye; had given riſe to a va- 

riety The Sins rapian, accuſtomed 
to reſpect © the digen gnity of hs ſoverig, and 
the ſp . which always diſtinguiſhed the 
—.— could not, without indignation, be- 
hold in the favourite that ſhameful abuſe of 
a favour ſo baſely acquired; and, in the 


queen, the degrading profanation of n 


He could not hear, without murmuring, an 


account of the profuſion diſplayed in the diſ- | 


tribution of gratuities to the favourite, to 
her friends, and dependants, at a time when 
a bardenfome war, and a diminution of na- 
tional credit, rendered money ſo ſcarce, and the 
means of raiſing it ſo onerous to the 
Such was the aſcendancy of Eluj over An- 
tonina at this time, that being ordered 
her phyſicians to confine herſelf to the houſe 
longer than is uſual after a lying-in, the 
neen had ſeveral ſmall apartments fitted 
herſelf under the fame roof, into whi 
none were introduced but thoſe perſons 
who were deſtined to form her court. 


Even the king was never admitted, but 


—ͤ * ſhe. wanted to obtain ſomething from 


* 
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In this ſelect aſſembly the moſt n 


affairs of government were diſcuſſed. Peace 
and war, matters of revenue, with all that 
related to honours and rewards, were there 
finally decided, and the king was only called 
in to ratify their deciſions, for mere form's 
fake; fo certain was the queen of obtaining 
whatever ſhe choſe to aſk. Sometimes, in. 
deed, his majeſty, aſtoniſhed at the propoſi- 
tions and proceedings of this ridiculous 
group, would exprefs a defire to go to the 
old count for advice ; but means were either 
found to prevent him, or elſe a word from 
Antonina had ſuch. an effect on the puſilla- 


nimous miniſter, that he was careful not to 
thwart her plans. On ſuch occaſions the 
count was fflent; and the good king, always. 

ſilence as an infallible token of. 
haſtened back to his wife's 


N where, laughing and ſwearing, he 


conſent, joyfully 
_m ay nk ratification. 


: Lieiduy and Lavnend":wad this mile, 
and _ and the Dutcheſs of Wr 
$a] | —_— WI FE. 5 "WP i f , 
r duch ein- 
met ik all the ſucceſs which is due to the moſt-ſkil- 
ful courtier. The creature of Lueſiohe, the Mentor 


6 Ruges, the lover of all young in favour 
3 is eq verſed in the 


myſteries 
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the female preſidents of this curious coun- 
eil, to which Mrs. Enaimſed was ſecretary, 
as bene entruſted with the 14 depart- 
It will be here neceſſary to give the 
— of thoſe beings who thus direct the 
ſtate, and manage the moſt important affairs 
of government wut the ſame coolneſs and 
ty they would diſplay in giving orders 
for — decoration of a gown. bre. 
Liuerduav has no recommendation but 
the name of his father, and no fortune but 
what he acquired as governor of St. 2 
nimod. Fond of political intrigues, wi 
out ſenſe to comprehend, or ſkill to direct 
them; ſacrificing every thing to Pater, 
and nothing to bufineſs: while he purſi 
Fortune with eagerneſs, his — d. 
1 induced her to ſhun him; but he no 


myſteries of either worlhip, An amiable Syharite, 
fond of good living, of voluptuous paintings, and ob- 
_ rints ;—endowed by nature with a fmall por- 

ſenſe, but poſſeſſed of more than ordinary ta- 
1 acquired by the e mere force of obſervation. The 


beauty of his perſon introduced him at court, where 


be was enabled to ſhine by the extent of his poſſeſ- 
hons, and to make his way by a chearfulneſs and 
gaiety that never forſakes 1 He had as many 
vices as another, but he knew better how to conceat 


them. Beſides, good nature, when * to ſucceſs, 


has charms which na one can reſiſt, 
one 


| was defirous to obtain. If he did not meet 


41 9 
ſooner changed his plan, and treated her 
with neglect, than the fickle goddels loaded 
him with her favours. With the aſſiſtance 


of a certain inhabitant of the Swiſs Cantons, 
he is become the inmate of . of the 


queen, and of the favourite. 
I | is ane of zhoſe men whole idem 
are Lich guided by circumſtances.. An 


egotiſt, 2 ambitious and ſevere, but 
9 — upple, and grovelling as an 
Italian, he has uittod the urbanity of his 
dcountrymen, for the intriguing . airs of 4 
' court... It is this man who dared to enter 
the. lifts. with Count Yrffa, whole place lie 


m4 tr . RT i RAP 


with all the ſacceſs with which his ambition 
flattered him, his-application, at leaſt, made 
the reſpectable Vrffa experience a thouſand 
mortifications from the Count of Siotra, 
as colonel of the guards -Mortifications 
which the old ſoldier felt more ſenſibly, as 
he was conſcious of not deſerving them, and 
had no opportunity of reſiſting the inſult, 
fince the queen was the directreſs of the 
plan, and the Count of Siotra the inſtru- 
ment. It is pe known what little effect 
any acts of inj or brutality have 12 
this prince. Lavnezeb has always been 

to e to. the * 


See Fre. 


ter 


F 
the court of Silvo LI. he appeared as a de- 


bauchee, as a ſervile courtier; at that of his 


ſucceſſor, he is a man of intrigue, who flat- 
ters the caprice of an inexperienced princeſs, 
deteſts Rueiſnom and his wife, becauſe they 
are objects of averſion to the queen; ſooths 
the Count of Siotra, (while be deſp iſes his 
wife) from a ſimilar motive; N in 
terms of inſalence, againſt all whom intereſt 
does. not lead him to commend ;---In th 
he is become fo groſs, that he is nd 101 
__ tſhed at court by any other appe a- 
ME that of The orter of the Queen's 
Palace of Pleaſure. | 


That eternal prattler Rameda'® is another 
member of this ſociety. This man is am- 
bitious, becauſe he has been told that he 


* Rameda—ſurprized himſelf at the fortune 
that attends * — s that timidity which 
ſprings from the conſciouſn impotence. Though 
lis conſtitution is the worſe for wear, his talents not 
above mediocrity, and his perſon meagre and. wan, yet 
has he been ſo fortunate as to obtain the wen favours. 
Some one has remarked that Antonina has almoft 
always choſen her lovers from among thoſe men pho 
appear to be the leaſt calculated for her purpoſe, This 


accords but ill with our. ideas of a warm conſtitution, 


which moſt women are anxious to deny they. poſſeſs, 


inthe is 3 een med 
frailties. | 
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| ought to be ſo. Hence, determined to be. 
come a miniſter at any rate, although deft. 
ka of every 7. that is requiſite for the 


anagement of political affairs ; equally de- 
vj of eee as of natura 
Witte unworthy, even, of being ap. 
pointed MET ar" i to the Low-Countries, 


7 from whence he would doubtleſs have been 


recalled long fince, but for the credit and in- 


Fr of the counteſs his wife, who, like 
ns, ſpares no pains, to forward the 


"EINE her huſband, whom ſhe knows hoy 


to appreciate, and for whom ſhe never pro- 


feſſes a violent fondneſs, but when ſhe is at il 


ee e 


The next on the liſt is the Count of Can 
gilop, who is as ſtupid as one of his prede- 
ceflors (of the ſame name) celebrated by the 
late Dutcheſs of Snaelro in her farewel-ſong, 
which ſhe termed her laſt will and teſts 
ment, where 'ſhe complimented him on his 
abilities as MAVEN» at the Ew of 20 un. 


zan 


Then follow the Prince of Nineh, the 
mo deſpicable, and the moſt deſpiſed, of the 
whole junto. A Chevalier de Lofine, the 
moſt artful of theage, who preaches 


virtue and practiſes it like the Pharifce, This 


* 
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be. man ſuffers the honours and benefices be- 
ſti. longing to the order of Malta to be fold to 


the the Baroneſs of Relſorg, with whom he has 


de. long lived, keeping her in one of the queen's 


ral apartments in the Seireliuht, while her huſ- 


ap-W band politely remains in the country. The 


les, chevalier is maſter, in a ſupreme degree, of 


een all thoſe reſources which ſpring from the 


in. vices ever attendant on hypocriſy ; one 


ike while he engages Mrs. Niramalf to cajole 


the the old miniſter ; another time the Biſhop of 


on il Silnes, whom he gains to his intereſt by the 


ro: ſmoothneſs of his tongue. Thus he em- 
t ploys both ſacred and profane---nothing, in 


ſhort, comes amiſs to him, that can poſſibly 


tend to ſecure ſucceſs to his meaſures. 


n. Apropos to the biſhop---Having been long faſ- 
le- WW cinated by the white globes which embelliſhed : 
he the tempting boſom of Mrs. Sarud, he wass 


g: at length induced to convince himſelf whe- 
a. ther their firmneſs and ſize were real or ar- 
as tificial. Finding that the lady was ſolely in- 


n- W debted to Nature for thoſe delightful orna- 


ments, the curious prelate was tempted to 
purſue his inveſtigation, and to enquire 
he whether Nature had been equally bountiful 
he in the decoration of her favourite feat. Per- 


dels, | gratitude required he ſhould facrifice 


at her ſhrine, and her prieſteſs was ſo much 
2 8 G charmed 


fectly fatisfied with the kindneſs of the god. 
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chatmed with his zeal, fervour, and ability, 
that ſhe reſolved to give him a laſting proof 
of her friendſhip. This proof was no other 
than a bouncing boy, whom Mr. Sarud con- 
ſented to father, in confid-ration of a preſent 
from the biſhop to the tune of four thouſand 

unds. But let us return to the committee 
of Eluj, in which the queen holds but a ſe- 
cond * Nolid, Yngioc, and the Abbe 
de T'nomrev *, are admitted for the ſake of 
their votes. Napmac---the illuſtrious, the 
miraculous Napmac---a being of great im- 

rtance, although the ſon of a footman, 
and although he had the honour of wearing 
a livery himſelf; a circumſtance which he 
has ſo frequently forgotten, notwithſtanding 
the care taken by the good man his father to 
recal it to his mind, even in public company 
---this Napmac 1s perpetual ſecretary of the 
committee, of the cabinet, and even of the 


* This prieſt—equally ſtupid and infamous—is the 
author of a thouſand evils, the terrible jlit of which 
15 preſerved by our too timid hiſtorians. 'The moment 
of retribution, however, will come, and he muſt then 

ive an ample account of his adminiſtration. To ſa 
that Antonina ſtood in no need of incitement, is a piti- 
ful excuſe. If he had not the glory of adyifing the 
adoption of evil, he, at leaſt, has the merit of Faſei- 
litating its accompliſhment. Alternately employed as 
agent, and ſpy, he checked the riſing dictates of re- 
morſe, and marred the ſalutary effects of repentance. 
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wardrobe. It is to him that the queen is in- 
debted for the new invention of giving her 
orders and her aſſignations in muſic. Of 
the muſic which Napmac is employed to 
carry to the child of Love---beforemen- 
tioned-· under the pretext of getting it 
copied, there are always ſome lines compoſed 
and written by Antonina herſelf, in the Ori- 
ental ſtyle, which is only known to the two 
lovers; and, as Cupid has a key to the 
whole, he has that which is moſt required, 
and beſt underſtood. This invention ap- 
peared to Mr. Napmac to be a maſter-piece 
of imagination he thmks that, for 
a man like him, it is more decent, ard leſs 
dangerous, to carry a few pages of muſic to 
be copied, than to take charge of a billet- 
doux, which might prove equally perilous to 


Heretary and bearer. This man of honous 
then as he calls himſelf---this bailiff of the 


order of St. Suraza!, carries the muſic to be 
copied, waits on the ſtair-caſe for an anſwer, 

introduces the copiſt into Antonina's private 
1 guards the door, and ſmooths the 


Though theſe meſſages were apparently 


conducted with all poſſible ſecrecy, they did 
not paſs unnoticed. They who were moſt 
yerſed in intrigue, aſcribed the object of 
N G 2. them 
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them to Mrs. de Nottilahe, who had been at- 
tached to the houſe of Siotra. This woman, 
it is acknowledged, was by no means calcula- 
ted for the place ſhe enjoyed, to which ſhe 
had been raiſed by the intereſt of the Mar- 
quis of Seugartne, who had known her at 
Nocnaſeb. This artful courtier had never 
appeared in the buſineſs himſelf, but ſuffered 
the ſuſpicions of the public to fall on his 
friend, the Prince of Yerabtnom---a miniſ- 
ter who, after being long expoſed to the ca- 
joleries of the queen and her brother-in-law, 
at length became an object of hatred to the 
courtiers of either party. They were not 
conterited with criticiſing his miniſterial 
rations, not one of which they fpared, al- 
though nearly the whole of them was dite&- 
ed by Saperuam. His domeſtic conduct, 
and his private actions, were equally expoſed 
to their malignant reflections. It is true, 
indeed, that this miniſter, too much unac- 
cuſtomed to the management of public at- 
fairs, (though endued with every requiſite 
for ſerving his ſovereign and his country with 
effect) ſometimes neglected them for the en- 
joyment of indecent pleaſures. A girl of 
the town, and one of the loweſt of her pro- 
feſſion, had acquired ſuch an aſcendancy over 
him, as to make him commit the moſt fla- 
grant abſurdities. One Teduad---a wretch 
fon). who, 
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who, polluted with a thouſand crimes, lay 
loaded by the miniſter with favours of all 
kinds, and even appointed by him to a 
lace of honour and emolument, continually 
— him into one ſcrape or other, and 
his wife alſo, who was paſſionately fond of 
him. This raſcal publicly ſold the favour 
of the prince, and the employments which 
he had the art to obtain from him; and, at 
laſt, his impudence aroſe to ſuch a height, 
that he gave audiences in his maſter's houſe. 
Lavnezeb had ſurrounded the arſenal with 
ſpies, and---inſtigated by ſecret riotives--- 
informed the committee of every thing he 
learned; the conſequence of which was, a 
reſolution to diſmiſs the prince. They well 
knew that the ſmalleſt affront would ſuffice 
to procure his reſignation, although certain of 
the ſupport of Saperuam and Sennegrew. 
They accordingly took an opportunity of in- 
ſulting him, and he reſigned his place with 
coolneſs and dignity. . 


The triumph of the cabal was complete; 
and they now began to intrigue for the ap- 


pointment of a Secretary of War. Some 


of them inſiſted on appointing the Duke of 
Teletahc; others would have De Seirtſac. 


Truocuaj, Namarac, Lavnezeb, and even 


Rameda, aſpired to this office, After much 
ue G 3 delibe- 
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deliberation on a matter of ſuch importance, 
their choice fell on a man who was the leaſt 
fit for it of any of the candidates. This 
was neceſſary, as the cabal hoped to thrive 
by frequent change, and to ſhine by pro- 
moting confuſion, They choſe the Marquis 
of Ruges, who was immediately introduced 
to the council. This minifter is a ſervile 
ent of the queen's, whoſe commands he 

s moſt implicitly, while he affects an 
extraordinary degree of ſeverity towards 
every one elſe. His conſtant anſwer to 
thoſe women who entreat him to give them 


an audience is, that he feels himſelf too 


weak, and too ſuſceptible of temptation, to 
riſk a tete a- tete with them; and that, even 
the ardour of their billets-doux inſpires him 
with dread. He ſeeks to acquire a reputa- 
tion himſelf, by deſtroying that of his pre- 
deceſſor, and by the hacknied mode of un- 
doing whatever that predeceſſor has done. 
This is only making bad worſe; indeed, 
ſuch is the influence of habit in Abo, that 


a regular ſyſtem of miſmanagement a 
to be adopted, the correction of which will 


prove a taſk of infinite difficulty. 


From the numerous excurſions of plea- 
ſure; from the frequentation of theatrical 
_ exhibitions ; from occaſional trips to No- 

| nairt; 
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nairt; and from the ſecret interviews, pro- 
cured and conducted by Napmac- the queen 
became pregnant a ſecond time. The mode 
of promulgating this event was truly fin- 
gular. Every one knows how cordially An- 
tonina deteſts Saperuam, nor is her averſion 
to the old counteſs, his wife, to the Abbe 
de Yrrev, Mrs. Niugers, and the reſt of 
that party, leſs notorious, Of this the an- 
cient couple were fully aware, and accord- 
ingly acted with a degree of political cir- 
cumſpection which they thought would 
ſcreen them from her intrigues. At the 
very moment when a reconciliation between 
them appeared leſs probable than ever, the 
count was ſurprized by a viſit from the 
queen. Good day, papa!” ſaid ſhe. you 
are doubtleſs much aſtoniſned at ſeeing me 
here.” The counteſs, as well from reſpect, 
as for the purpoſe of exempting the queen 
from all kind of conſtraint during the inter- 
view with her huſband, made a motion to 
retire ; but Antonina, perceiving her inten- 
tions, immediately ftopped her, / ſaying, 
No, counteſs, you muſt not leave us; 1 
have occaſion for you both: indeed, what 1 
have to confide to papa, concerns you more 
than himſelf. I rely upon your friendſhip ; 
do you rely upon mine. Let us forget the 
pal, and devote the future to the formati 
| 0 
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of a ſtrict union, that may tend equally to 
fupport our reſpective meaſures. I now 
know your attachment to me; and the ill. 
humour I have ſometimes been induced to 
diſplay towards you, proceeded merely from 
the miſrepreſentations of thoſe who perſuad- 
ed me that you diſliked me. My heart had 
no ſhare in it; and this my conduct ſhall 
prove to you.” She then threw her arms 
round the Count's neck, and exclaimed--- 
% My dear count, I am with child; and, 
what muſt aſtoniſh you is, my anxiety to 
know whether the king will be pleaſed, or 
whether, all circumſtances conſidered, he 
won't be in a great paſſion with me. That 
—.— being Damade, and her inſipid 
uſband, are thoſe whoſe reflections on the 
occaſion I moſt dread. They will. likewiſe 
ſet the ridiculous Counteſs of Siotra a prat- 
tling.---Oh ! what will they not ſay ?---For, 
I muſt confeſs, my good friends, that there 
is an ample field for expatiation; but, no 
matter, the deed 1s done, I did it for the 
' beſt; and, if I may rely on both of you, I 
have nothing to fear.” Here Antonina 
threw herſelf upon a couch, and appeared 
to be overcome with dread and apprehenfion. 
The old Mentor ran towards her, and both 
he and his wife ſwore to obey her in every 
thing. The queen then recovered her tran- I © 
10 quillity, © 
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quillity, and continued thus: 44 The de- 
ſigning Lavnezeb has ruined me by his ad- 
vice. He excited my anger againſt you, 
by telling me that your authority would be- 
come greater than mine ; that I could neither 
expect to govern my huſband, nor to regain 
the affection of my people, who were dif- 
ouſted at my levity, but by giving birth to a 
prince. At firſt 1 did not liſten to him; 
but he made Liuerduav and Yngioc enforce 
the fame ſentiments. My attendants heard 
what they ſaid on this ſubject; Napmac and 
Nizab affailed me with their tears. Rame- 
da too deceived me, by aſſuring me himſelf, 
and by making his wife aſſure me alſo, that 
it was the only poſſible mode of reſcuing 
myſelf from deſtruction, My. Eluj per- 
ſuaded me, that my auguſt huſband began--- 
like all his ſubjects - to be diſguſted with me, 
and that it was abſolutely requiſite to ſtrike 
this grand blow. In ſhort, my dear friends, 
F confeſs to you, Nolid, Yngioc, Lavnezeb, 
Napmac, Nizab, a little clerk in the War 
Office, and many others, have been familtar 
with me; the' reſult of which is, that IJ am 
now with child; and, by your aſſiſtance, the 
king muſt be pleaſed with the circumſtance. 


Don't be uneaſy,” replied the counteſs ; 
che ſhall be pleaſed with it, nay, he ſhall be 
Ov delighted 
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delighted with it; it conſtii ct his glory 
and honour, and the good of his kingdom. 
Come, count, ſpeak to his majeſty ; exert 
all that influence which you have over his 
mind, and diſplay all the eloquence which 
ſuch an event muſt inſpire you with. Af. 
fect no pleaſantry, but preſerve your dig: 
nity, recollecting that the occaſion requires 
ou to be ſerious.” The queen, reſolved to 
improve this favourable moment, took the 
counteſs by the hand, took her and the count 
to ſup with her, and gave her ſuch ſtrong 
marks of attention and preference, that the 
poor counteſs was half diſtracted. The 
courtiers, who witneſſed this reconciliation, 
without knowing the cauſe of it, were not 
leſs aſtoniſhed, particularly thoſe who had 


before received the queen's orders to expoſe 


the countels to ridicule and contempt. 


Ihe firſt court day the count took an op- 
portunity, after the company had retired, to 
mention the queen's pregnancy to the king, 
He certainly had not much trouble to per- 
ſuade his majeſty that he was the author 
of the deed, for he was heard to exclaim-- 
© Yes, yes, I expected it; for I remained 
more than two hours in bed with her!” 
Since that time, the king has aſſumed a 
air of greater importance; the queen hs 
þ | recoversl 
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recovered her influence; calls the count her 
dear miniſter; and pays great attention to 


the Count Sionega. Rueiſnom and his 


wife appear to be the only perſons who are 


enraged at this event; and their anger is 


faid to be founded on their knowledge of 


ſpies. Exempt from all fear of interruption 
rom her huſband, Antonina has returned to 
her former courſe of life---to the ſame fool- 
ih and inconſiſtent line of conduct. She 
profits by her ſituation, and by the time in 
which every thing is done with 1mpunity, to 


ſubſervient to her, except Sennegrev, who 


was not able, however, to prevent the fall of 
Rakeen, who, from a multtplicity of errors, 
the offspring of ignorance and vanity, has 
been diſmiſſed, and ſucceeded by old Yrnelf, 
a counſellor of ſtate, as incapable, at leaft, 
a his predeceſſor, of preſiding over the de- 
partment of finance. In Mort, folly, and 
the groſſeſt depravity of manners, now pre- 
val at the court of Abo. That rigid line 
of conduct which was attempted to be eſtab- 
liſhed at the commencement of the reign, 
totally proſcribed ; Ueilehcir again predo- 
minates, and declares that, before he Hehe 
_” p 


its origin, procured by means of their 


ac as ſhe pleaſes. All the miniſters are 
has, alone, had the virtue to refiſt. She 
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is reſolved to give a miſtreſs to the "oY a 
public lover to the queen, a brothel to the 
Count of Siotra, a ftal---n to Damade, and 
a harlot to her huſband. The queen her- 
ſelf doats on the old man, laughs at his 


capers, and enjoys his tales of e and 


. | 
The « queen advances, in her pregnancy: ; 


her ſize is aſtoniſhing g; her boſom enormous; 
and ſhe is fo proud of its firmneſs and 
whiteneſs, that the i is always anxious to ex- 
pole it to- public view. It is very extraor- 
dinary that her pregnancy is not formally 


declared, as is ever cuſtomary at the expira 


tion of four months and an half; it ſeems 
as if they were fearful of publiſhing this 
great event, proceeding from ſo trivial a 
cauſe. The animoſity between Antonina 
and Damade till ſubſiſts; Ellabmal is kept 
at a diſtance , Eluj enjoyed 3 and  Enaimis 
and Edrobal are conſtantly exerciſed. The 
indiſcretion of one of theſe inſtruments of 
the queen's pleaſures, has brought to light a 
diſorder which gives ſerious apprehenſions 
for her ſafety at the approaching labour. 
This is a deſcent of the matrix, doubtleſs 


occaſioned either by exceſs of debauchery, 


or SAT the unſkilfulneſs of her midwife. Little 


Sionevin 
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Sjonrevin has compoſed a talo on the ſubjecꝭ 
of her pregnancy. He. is ſtill as c gęitful, 
and lies with as much grace as Marſhall 
r. orad ; the Ceciſbeo of all the girls ef the 


ad his father, and deſtitute, of —— 
tion that can enſure conſequerce on com" | 

mind reſpect. This illuſtrious cre conſti - 

tute the queen's/ party, d which mut be 

added, a long liſt of ſharpers and gamblers, 

with Erbalahc and Tocniop, bankers. 

Among the women are little Sreni, young 

Napmac, and ſome muſicians and fingers. 

Is not the dignity maintained, on the throne 

of Abo, by the daughter of the famous 

Airam-Eſereht, and by the ſiſter of the 

celebrated Hpeſoj, a matter of won- 

der! 


The Sequel to the Life of our illuſtrious 
Antonina, will doeubtieſs fupply us with 
ample matter for other volumes of Anec- 
dotes, We have the ſtrongeſt grounds for 
preſuming that they will prove more and 
more intereſting : the Reader, therefore, is 
requeſted to exert his patience, fince we ſhall 
* be careful to colle& the various incidents, 
ud to exhibit them (as we have the preced- 
"ing ones) with the firifteſt regard to ve. 
H racity , 


